
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 10



Review of Week 9 
● Our current topic is “Women’s participation in ministry 

and church leadership.
● Questions to take to the key texts for this topic:

– Does Paul restrict the fact that women participate, or 
the manner in which they participate?

– Are Paul’s instructions to timeless and normative, or 
limited and situational?



Review of week 9: Multiple Perspectives

● Hierarchical:
– By creation design there is gender based order  
– Males are to be leaders, females are to be subordinate

● Complementarian:
– By creation design there is gender based equality, but with role differentiation
– Deviation from complementarity is because of the fall, restored at cross

● Egalitarian:
– By creation design there is gender and role based equality
– Deviation from equality is because of the fall, restored at the cross



Review: 1 Timothy 2:1 – 3:16 
● Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to help a congregation 

plagued by false teachers whose methods exploit women.
● He gives instructions on Christian conduct
● He is concerned about

– The church’s reputation in Greco-Roman society
– The Ephesian’s opportunity to live peaceful, quiet lives.



Review: 1 Timothy 2:1 – 3:16 
● Hierarch: 

– Paul’s instructions refer to the public assembly of the church
– Men are to pray, teach, and serve in positions of authority
– Women are not to teach or serve in positions of authority, but 

learn quietly and be in subjection to men.
– These instructions are rooted in creation design
– These instructions are normative across all churches, all 

cultures, and over all time.



Review: 1 Timothy 2:1 – 3:16 
● Complementarian/Egalitarian: 

– Paul’s instructions refer to the Christian life in general, not the assembly 
specifically.

– Men are to pray, teach, and serve in positions of authority
– Restrictions on women to teach and lead are given to counter the effect 

of the false teachers who exploit the local women.
– Instructions are given for men who would serve as elders, and men and 

women who would serve as deacons.
– Any  restrictions are situational and specific to the task at hand in the 

church at Ephesus.



The Worship Assembly
● Questions to consider:
●  Is the Sunday morning assembly different from other 

church meeting times?
– Is it different so as to warrant a certain set of rules or 

restrictions on women’s participation that are not in 
place in other church settings?

● If so, how do we determine what these rules or restrictions 
might be?



Hierarchical: The Worship Assembly

● Yes, there is something different about the Sunday morning 
assembly.
– Isaiah 6:1-3 and Revelation 4 present the worship assembly as a place 

where the sinfulness of man is confronted by the holiness of God.
– In John 4:24, Jesus tells the woman at the well about proper worship.  

He tells her that it should be done in spirit and in truth.
● To worship in spirit means to worship with the right spirit – a heart devoted to 

God.
● To worship in truth means to worship in the scriptural way – according to the 

pattern of the New Testament 



Prescribed Activities
● We must determine the prescribed worship activities and the rules 

which govern those activities.  
● This can be done by following the pattern established for us in the 

New Testament (2 Tim 1:13, 1 Cor 7:17, Phil 3:17)
– There are five activities prescribed in the New Testament

● Singing (Ephesians 5:19-20, Col 3:16, 1 Cor 14:26)
● Prayer (Luke 11:1-4; Mth 6:5-15, 1 Tim 2:8)
● Communion (Acts 2:42, 1 Cor 11:17-34)
● Giving (1 Cor 16:1-2)
● Preaching (Acts 2:42, 8:4, 15:35, 2 Tim 4:2)



Rules for the activities
● There are rules governing the ways that these worship activities are 

conducted:
– Singing should be done without instruments (Eph 5:19)
– Giving and communion should be taken weekly (1 Cor 16:2, Acts 20:7)
– Women are excluded from leading these activities (1 Cor 14:34, 1 Tim 2:11-

12)
● God takes these specific rules about worship seriously.  For example:

– Uzzah died when, with good intentions, he touched the ark of the covenant 
to keep it from falling over (2 Sam 6:6-7)



Hierarchical: Conclusions
● The Sunday morning assembly is different from other church 

meetings.  It is a holy time to God.
– We should use the pattern for worship outlined in the NT to 

determine both the activities and the rules.
– The prescribed activities are the 5 acts of worship.
– One of the important rules for worship is that women be silent and 

excluded from positions of authority
● God has always taken His rules seriously, and we should treat 

them just as seriously today.  Our salvation depends on it.



Complementarian/Egalitarian
● Yes, there is something different about the Sunday 

morning assembly that distinguishes it from other church 
gatherings:
– It is a more formal gathering (Luke 1:10).
– It is corporate worship.  While the entire church might not 

assemble at other gatherings, it appears they did so on Sunday 
mornings (Acts 2:1, Acts 5:12)



The early church
● Acts 2 and 5 give us a picture of the early Jerusalem 

church.
– As the church spread to the Gentile cities, Christians met in 

house churches, sometimes several house churches in a single 
city. (Rom 16:5, 1 Cor 16:19, Col 4:15)

– Two of the primary reasons that the church met as a whole 
were to receive instruction from the scriptures, and to take the 
Lord’s Supper together as a body (Acts 2:42, Acts 20:7)



No special rules
● Though Sunday morning gatherings may have been more 

formal and more collective than other gatherings does 
not mean that there are special rules to govern the 
Sunday morning assembly.
– The church appears to have engaged in these activities at 

times other than Sunday mornings (Acts 2:42-47).
– There is no reason to expect that instructions given about 

particular worship activities should be any different for a 
Sunday morning assembly than for any other meeting.



New Testament is more than patterns and lists

● Complementarians (and egalitarians) largely deny that there is a 
“pattern” which outlines the prescriptions for NT worship.
– Patternism came more from Thomas and Alexander Campbell than from 

the NT.
– They brought an “Enlightenment” world view and scientific perspectives 

to their examination of the New Testament.  
– They found it best to understand the Bible by reducing it to lists, patterns, 

and formulas rather than examining it for the literature that it is.
● Thomas Campbell describes the NT as “a perfect constitution for the worship, 

discipline, and government of the New Testament church”.



New Testament allows for freedom
● There is a sense of freedom and variety as the church lived out its 

worship and commitment to God.
– The five activities of worship are not disputed
– The New Testament provides  very little description of how these activities 

were conducted.  
– Our implementations are not as sacred as the activities themselves.

● We expect variance in the ways these activities of worship were 
conducted across the New Testament 
– Jewish church vs. Gentile church;   Rome vs. Corinth vs. Antioch;    30’s A.D. 

vs. 90’s A.D.



What does “restoration” look like?
● If we are to seek to “restore the New Testament church”, which 

one shall we restore?  Corinth? Rome? Jerusalem? Ephesus?
– Every New Testament church has its issues.
– We create problems for ourselves when we take Paul’s corrective 

instructions to a church and use them as if they were normative 
instructions about how to do church correctly.

– In some cases we have taken general descriptions of what it means 
to live a Christian life and misapplied them to serve as instructions 
for worship.



What is worship?
● It is an expression of honor, reverence, and devotion to God.  It is a 

response to the love of God, and an encouragement and edification of one 
another.

● Worship takes on three primary forms:
– Ritual worship:  to honor God through the performance of specifically designed 

temple or church activities (Luke 1:10, John 12:20, Acts 24:11).
– Circumstantial worship:  to honor God in a particular activity or moment in time by 

which you demonstrate your commitment (Mth 4:8-10; Mth 28:17; John 9:35-39)
– Life worship:  to honor God as a way of life.  This way of life reflects the allegiance 

and orientation of your heart to God (Romans 12:1-2; Acts 16:14; 1 Timothy 2:10).



Misplaced emphasis?
● While we emphasize the importance of church worship, have we 

neglected the importance of worship in particular circumstances 
and worship as a way of life?
– Churches have split over implementation issues (e.g., one or many 

communion cups, instrumental music, special worship services, and 
women’s participation

– Churches have not split over “heart and mind” orientation issues (e.g., 
worship wholeheartedly, sincerely, mindfully, intentionally, 
lukewarmly, or hypocritically.

● God’s emphasis is on a person’s life and heart orientation. 



Conclusions
● Differences in the Sunday morning assembly are more 

about form than substance.
– It is different in that it is more formal and it is a meeting of the 

entire church.  
– It is NOT different in that God would expect His people to 

behave differently in one meeting than in another. 



Conclusions
● Patternism is misguided:
● It is true that there are activities that should be preserved.

– Very little instruction about how these activities should be 
implemented

– Where there are instructions, we have often misread them.
● We have turned corrective, situational  comments about specific problems 

into universal, normative prohibitions when they were not intended to be.
● We have taken general comments about Christian living and turned them 

into specific rules to govern the worship assembly.



Conclusions
● Corporate worship practice is not as important as the orientation of 

a person’s life and heart to God.  
● If there is no substantial difference in God’s expectations for our 

behavior in the various meetings of the church, we have two 
options:
– Either women must stop doing the bulk of the work that they have been 

doing in most congregations, and men must begin to do that work instead.
– Or in addition to the work that women have been legitimately doing as 

members of the body, they should also be permitted to participate in 
various Sunday morning worship activities.



Conclusions
● Our salvation does not depend on whether we “perform 

worship correctly”.  This includes women’s participation.
– If our salvation was dependent on such issues, then God would 

have laid out the details of worship much like He did for the 
Hebrews in the Old Testament

– Because God has NOT laid out the details, and because the NT 
is largely silent in how worship activities should be performed, 
we have freedom to conduct these activities in ways that we 
believe are biblical, respectful, edifying, and helpful.



That’s all, Folks!
● Thank you for your participation and support of this class!
● We hope that this class has both informed you and 

challenged you.
● Continue to stay prayerfully engaged with TVCC beyond 

the scope and duration of this class
● Continue to participate, communicate.
● God has gifted you.  Offer them back to Him in service.
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