
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 9



Review of Week 8 
● Our current topic is “Women’s participation in ministry 

and church leadership.
● Questions to take to the key texts for this topic:

– Does Paul rebuke the fact that women participate, or 
the manner in which they participate?

– Are Paul’s instructions to timeless and normative, or 
limited and situational?



Review of week 8: Multiple Perspectives

● Hierarchical:
– By creation design there is gender based order  
– Males are to be leaders, females are to be subordinate

● Complementarian:
– By creation design there is gender based equality, but with role differentiation
– Deviation from complementarity is because of the fall, restored at cross

● Egalitarian:
– By creation design there is gender and role based equality
– Deviation from equality is because of the fall, restored at the cross



Review: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
● Hierarch: 

– Implicit command for women to be silent; the fact that women 
were praying and prophesying is wrong.

● Complementarian:
– Women allowed to pray/prophesy, but with sign of submission

● Egalitarian:
– Men & Women were to pray and prophesy; 
– Paul’s guidance addresses the manner not the fact. 



Review: 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
● Hierarch: 

– Implicit command in 1 Cor 11 becomes explicit here.  Normative 
guidance for all churches over all cultures and times.

● Complementarian:
– No contradiction with 1 Cor 11;   silence is limited and specific to, 

perhaps, interpretation of prophecy
● Egalitarian:

– Paul’s “silence” command not normative;  “as in all the churches” goes 
with v33, “God is not a God of disorder, but of peace”.



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NIV
● I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 

for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there 
is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who 
gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper 
time. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the 
truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.

● 8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or 
disputing. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, 
adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive 
clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NIV
● 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed 
first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was 
deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing—if they 
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.

● 3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 
Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, 
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see 
that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If 
anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under 
the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so 
that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NIV
● 8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not 

pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 
10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.

● 11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and 
trustworthy in everything.

● 12 A deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 
Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ 
Jesus.

● 14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, 
you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 16 Beyond all question, the mystery from which true 
godliness springs is great:

● He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit was seen by angels, was preached among the 
nations,  was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NASB
● First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be 

made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony 
given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am 
telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

8 Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and dissension.

9 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and 
discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 10 but rather 
by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NASB
● 11 A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. 12 But I do not 

allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was 
Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but 
the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women will be preserved through 
the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.

3 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he 
desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or 
pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. 4 He must be one who 
manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if 
a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the 
church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into 
the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those 
outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.



1 Timothy 2:1-3:16 – NASB
● 8 Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine 

or fond of sordid gain, 9 but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 
These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond 
reproach. 11 Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, 
faithful in all things. 12 Deacons must be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of 
their children and their own households. 13 For those who have served well as deacons 
obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ 
Jesus.

14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in case I am 
delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 16 By common 
confession, great is the mystery of godliness:

He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed 
among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory.



Background: Context 
● The historical setting:

– Paul has left Timothy in Ephesus to help the church work through several 
challenges

– Paul writes to encourage Timothy in his task and to provide him with 
instructions related to the challenges that Timothy and the church face.

● The key themes:  Paul is concerned with...
– false teachers (1:3-7, 4:1-5, 6:3-10)
– Christian behavior in the church (3:15, 2:1-15, 3:1-13, 5:1-6:2)
– Timothy’s own conduct as he deals with the challenges of false teaching and 

Christian living (1:18-19, 4:6-16, 6:11-21)



Background: False Teachers 
● Of primary concern are the problems created by the false 

teachers:
– They have abandoned the faith to follow deceiving spirits (4:1) 

and have wandered away from the truth (1:4-6).
– They want to be teachers but are incapable (4:7).  Their 

teaching is unsound and ungodly (6:3).  



Background: False Teachers 
● Part of the false teacher’s strategy is to exploit women:

– They move into the homes of women who are seeking truth in 
order to control them (2 Timothy 3:6-7).  

– They forbid marriage (4:3).  
– They encourage women to leave their homes and meet together 

(5:13-15).  
– They promote myths and old wives tales (4:7).

● Paul’s instructions are designed to combat the influence of 
these false teachers.



Background:  Reputation 
● Paul is also concerned about the church’s reputation 

within Greco-Roman society
– A good reputation with outsiders (3:7)
– Give the enemy no opportunity for slander (5:14)
– That we may live peaceful and quiet lives (2:4).

● How is the impact of false teaching on Christian conduct 
related to women’s participation?



Hierarchical POV 
● Paul’s instructions about “how people ought to conduct 

themselves in God’s household” (3:15) refer to the Sunday morning 
assembly. 
– The “everywhere” where Paul wants men to pray (1:8) refers to 

everywhere the church meets in public assemblies
– This is consistent with chapter 2:1-4.
– If “everywhere” meant “everywhere in general”, there would be no place 

for women to pray. 
– Paul must be referring to everywhere the church meets in public 

assemblies.



Appropriate attitudes 
● Chapter 2 distinguishes between the appropriate 

attitudes and activities of men and women:
– Men are to do the praying (2:1-2,8), and by implication (from 

2:11-12) are to assume positions of authority and leadership.
– Women are not to assume positions of authority (2:12), are to 

be in submission to men (2:11), and are to keep silent (2:12).
– 2:9 begins with the phrase “similarly” or “I also want”, which 

indicates that Paul is comparing the roles of men with the roles 
of women.



Appropriate attitudes 
● Paul explicitly states the role of women in worship, first 

positively, then negatively in 2:11-12.  He makes two 
contrasts:
– Women are to learn, not to teach.
– Women are to be in subjection, not in authority.



A quiet spirit 
● The word for silent in 2:12 is hesuchia, which sometimes means 

“quietness”.
– Silent does not mean absolute silence (i.e., sigao) 
– A woman who is listening and not taking over a leadership role would be 

learning in a “quiet” manner.
●  Verses 11 and 12 are antithetical. 

– Learning in silence is opposite to being a teacher 
– Full submission is opposite to having authority.

● Hesuchia is best rendered “silent” in this verse
● The position of women in public worship is that of the quiet learner.



Teaching and Having Authority
● 2:12 references to “teaching” and to “having authority” speak 

of two separate activities.  
– On the one hand, women are forbidden to teach.  
– On the other hand they are forbidden to occupy positions of 

authority/leadership.
● The hierarchical point of view argues that the word teach refers 

to didactic, public discourses with several people present.
● Note also that teaching is authoritative in its very nature.



Teaching and Having Authority 
● There is some variance among hierarchs regarding teaching by 

women:
– Some say that the only acceptable kind of teaching by women is the teaching 

of other women and children (Titus 2:4)
– Others say that it is not wrong for a woman to teach per se, it is only wrong if 

she teaches in a way that assumes authority or superiority over men.
● Authority

–  Men are to occupy positions of leadership and authority.  Women are not.  
Instead they are to remain in submission to men.

– Paul outlines appropriate work by women when he commends the lives of 
those who “may be put on the list of widows” (5:9-10)



Why silence?
● The reason for the silence and subordination of women takes us 

back to our discussion of Genesis chapters 1 and 2.
– The principle of subordination is reflected in the order of creation.  
– Adam and Eve constitute an abiding principle of authority, 

subordination.
● The word “formed” (2:13) references the purpose of creation.  

Woman was created for man and to be his helper, not vice versa.
● Paul brings up Eve’s sin because it was the first violation of the 

principle of subordination.



Paul’s reasoning goes back to Genesis

● Eve’s specific sin was her rejection of her created role.  
● Paul did not mean that women are gullible and therefore 

unqualified to have authority.  
– A woman may be less prepared to meet the hard issues and decisions 

of life with deliberateness, forethought, and balance that unusual 
circumstances, such as temptation by a serpent,might demand.

● Eve was deceived.  
– Adam did sin, but he was not deceived into sinning. 
– There is danger of woman’s  interference and lordship over men.



Break Time



Complementarian/Egalitarian POV
● There is little to indicate that Paul is speaking about a public 

worship assembly but rather about the conduct of the 
Ephesian Christians
– The most likely reference to public worship is found in 3:15  

(“God’s household”), the church.  
– How the house of God should behave? - or -  How to behave when 

in the house of God?
– Another possibility comes in chapter 2 where Paul makes various 

comments about prayer. 



Context is Christian life, not public assembly

●  His admonitions in 2:1, 2:8, and 2:9 can just as easily be 
concerned with  Christian life in general.

● The discussion about elders and deacons seems to have little 
to do with the assembly and more to do with the kind of 
people Christian leaders ought to be.

● If chapter 2 refers to the Sunday assembly, what are the 
“good deeds appropriate for women who worship God”?  
What deeds can women do in the assembly?



Counteracting false teachers
● Discussion of appropriate Christian behavior in 2:1-15.  
● The work of the false teachers has produced conflict, 

quarreling, and controversies.
– Men have claimed the center of attention by disputing and arguing 

(2:8)
– Women have claimed the center of attention by dressing for show 

(2:9-10), and by teaching in a domineering way (2:11-12)



Humility and prayer recommended
● Men’s interests would be better served by devoting 

themselves to prayer (2:1-2, 8).
● Women would do better to remember God’s call for them to 

be submissive and of quiet spirit (2:11-12). 
● Submission is for everyone, not just for women
● Paul tells both groups to take up humble dispositions 

(prayer, quiet spirit)



Quietness or silence?
● “Silent” in 1 Timothy 2:12 is hesuchia, which means “quiet spirit”, 

not “absolute silence” as sigao is used in 1 Corinthians 14.
– Hesuchia is used three times in chapter 2, it is only translated “silent” in 

2:12.
● “That we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (2:2)
● “A women should learn in quietness and full submission.” (2:12)
● “I do not permit a women to teach or to have authority over a man.  She must 

remain silent. (2:12)

● Would our view of women’s participation change if 2:12 read 
“quiet” instead of “silent”? 



Authority in 2:12
● The word translated “authority” in 2:12 is authentein, and 

this is the only time this word appears in the New Testament. 
● The common word for authority is exousia, which appears in 

numerous passages in the New Testament:
– Exousia means a position of authority with rank, rights, and 

privileges associated with that position. 
– Jesus uses it to refer to his own authority:  “All authority (exousia) 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18)



Authority in 2:12
● Exousia is used of apostolic authority:

– “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power 
and authority (exousian) to drive out all demons and to cure 
diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and 
to heal the sick.” - -Luke 9.1-2

– “So even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority (exousia) the 
Lord gave us for building you up rather than tearing you down, I will 
not be ashamed of it.” - - 2 Corinthians 10.8



Attributes of exousia authority
● Authority, exousia, in the Christian context is delegated.

– Jesus’ authority “has been given” to Him by the Father
– Apostolic authority was given to the apostles by Jesus

● The word for authority used in 1 Timothy 2, authentein, is 
NOT a delegated authority, but one that is“usurped”. 

● Choice of this word unique to the New Testament, 
authentein, suggests  he must be referring to something 
other than positions of authority as we typically think of 
them.



Usurping authority?
● Question:

If the leadership (e.g., elders) in a congregation delegates 
(i.e., supports, empowers, finances, etc.) a woman to lead a 
particular ministry or event, is this woman usurping a man’s 
authority?



Two explanations of Paul’s prohibition(s)

● 1.  Paul’s reference is not a prohibition of two separate activities but 
of one abusive activity.
– Read: But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, 

but to remain quiet.  
– The concern is focused on domineering teaching. 
– These two problems stand in contrast to the “sound instruction” and “godly 

teaching” Paul advocates in 6:3.
– This view is consistent with 2:11 where women are admonished to “learn in 

quietness”.  
– This view is also consistent with false teachers taking advantage of women.  



Teaching and authority as one activity
● Paul  is writing to correct specific problems that arose in the Ephesian 

church through the influence of false teachers.  
– We would apply this passage to our own congregations by putting a stop to anyone, 

woman or man, who would domineer others in the course of their Christian activities.
● Why include men too?

– It is important to note that no one in the church was to adopt a domineering, “lord it 
over others” attitude that was so prevalent in the world around them. 

–  Instead they were to remain humble, last, servants of all (Matthew 20:26-28, Mark 
10:42-45, Luke 22:24-26).

– Paul is just as opposed to domineering men as he is domineering women (Ephesians 
5:21, 1 Cor 11:11-12, 1 Peter 5:3, Titus 1:7, 1 Timothy 3:3).



Two explanations of Paul’s prohibition(s)

● 2. The second explanation sees teaching and authority as 
separate activities, but both related to the same problem – the 
public prominence of women in a world where the status of 
women was very low.
– Read: But I do not allow a woman to teach over a man or to exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 
– The church in Ephesus had a Jewish background, and in Jewish eyes, 

women occupied a very low position.
– In Jewish tradition, a woman was not a person, but a thing. 
– A woman was forbidden to learn the law.  



Teaching and authority are separate

● The Jewish component of the Ephesian church:
– Women had no part in the synagogue service.  
– It was absolutely forbidden for a woman to teach in a school – 

even young children.
– A strict rabbi would never greet a woman on the street – not even 

his own wife, daughter, mother, or sister.
– Her work was to attend to raising children, to leave her husband 

free to work and study, and to keep house for him until he returns.



Teaching and authority are separate

● The church in Ephesus also had a Greek background.
– In Greek religion, the primary active role for women was that of a 

temple prostitute.  (Temple of Diana…)
– The respectable Greek woman led a very confined life.  

● She lived in her own quarters into which no one but her husband came.  
● In some cases, she did not even appear at meals.

– She never appeared on the street alone. Likewise, she never went 
into a public assembly alone, and rarely spoke or took an active 
part in such assemblies.



A teacher was an authority figure
● In both the Jewish and Greek wold, a teacher was an 

authority figure by definition. 
– Cultural norms prevented “respectable” women from occupying 

the role.  Should they attempt to do so, they would have been 
viewed as unacceptably domineering.

– Even in the church, women could not have become teachers and 
still have appeared as the submissive figures that society 
demanded them to be.



These restrictions were situational
● Given this dual background (Jewish and Greek), Christian 

women could not have taken an active, speaking, teaching 
part in the church without serious social ramifications.
– Jews would have seen it as bringing dishonor on the congregation.
– Greeks would have seen it as a show of immorality.

● Therefore, the restriction that Paul placed on women in 
Ephesus were necessary for the situation at hand. 

● They are less applicable today because they were not 
intended to be permanent, timeless regulations.



Why refer to creation?
● If Paul’s comments do not reflect a hierarchical position of 

female subordination to men, how do we explain Paul’s 
reference to the order of creation and Eve’s deception in 2:13-14?
– Eve’s mistake in the garden is the same kind of mistake that some of the 

Ephesian women made.
– Paul’s appeal that women remember that they were created after man 

is a reminder of her complementary role. 
● There was similarity between Eve’s deception and influence 

upon Adam and the Ephesian women’s domineering influence 
and false teaching.



False teaching at Ephesus
● Possibly Gnosticism which taught that:

– Eve was created first, not Adam.  
– Eve had greater spiritual knowledge (gnosis) than Adam.  
–  Adam caused the fall, Eve remained undeceived and innocent because of 

her superior spiritual understanding.
● These teachings are obviously incompatible with the teachings of 

scripture. 
● If this was part of the false teaching that spread in Ephesus, we can 

see how some women might claim to be superior teachers and 
attack men as spiritually inferior.



Childbirth?
● “But women will be kept safe through childbirth” - - 1 Timothy 2:15
● Two possible explanations:

– The women spoken of are believers, and the concern for them is that 
they continue to properly live out their faith.  

● Turn from the false teachings and domineering behavior encouraged by the false 
teachers, and 

● Put  faith into practice by rearing children and providing leadership for their 
family. (5:9-14)

– “Childbirth” refers to the birth of “the Child” (Jesus) who will bring 
salvation to all women who remain in faith, love, and sanctity. 



Instructions for leadership
● If Paul’s instructions to women were designed to put a stop to the 

problem of false and domineering teaching, this may help us 
understand his comments about elders and deacons in chapter 3.

● If Phoebe was a deaconess (Romans 16:1), and it is permissible 
for women to serve in leadership positions, why are there no 
qualifications for deaconesses as there are for elders and 
deacons?  
– The word aner can be translated either “man” or “husband”, 
– The word gune can be translated either “woman” or “wife”, and the only 

way to disambiguate is from the context of the passage.



1 Timothy 3:1-13
● We have traditionally said that Paul gives instructions about 

elders (3:2), deacons (3:8), and deacon’s wives (3:11).  
● It might be more appropriate to read this passage as 

instructions to elders, deacons, and deaconesses.
– If Paul is talking about wives, why are there no instructions about 

elders’ wives? 
– If he is not talking about wives, the instructions make better sense.



Deacon’s wives, or deaconesses?
● If you have an NIV Bible, you should have a footnote for 3:11 that 

indicates that “their wives” can also read “deaconesses”.
● Deaconess would be consistent with his characterization of Phoebe in 

Romans 16:1.
● There is no description of “elderesses”.
● Most English translations begin 3:11 as “In the same way, their 

wives...”
– The word “their” is not in the New Testamant text.  
– The text reads either “In the same way, women...” (who serve as 

deaconesses) or “In the same way wives…” (who serve as deacons).



Deacon’s wives, or deaconesses?
● If Paul were talking about wives, why would he begin with the 

phrase “In the same way...”?  
– This indicates similarity or parallelism, and this would make good 

sense if Paul were discussing deacons and deaconesses.
● It appears that amid this discussion of elders and deacons, it is 

best to translate gunaikas in 3:11 as “deaconesses” rather than 
as “deacons’ wives”.

● If women can serve as deaconesses, it is unlikely that Paul would 
forbid them from teaching or holding leadership positions. 
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