
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 7



Review: Multiple Perspectives
● Hierarchical:

– By creation design there is gender based order  
– Males are to be leaders, females are to be subordinate

● Complementarian:
– By creation design there is gender based equality, but with role differentiation
– Deviation from complementarity is because of the fall, restored at cross

● Egalitarian:
– By creation design there is gender and role based equality
– Deviation from equality is because of the fall, restored at the cross



Review: Important Greek → English Word Translations

● Head:  kephale; could mean physical head, authority, or 
source

● Man:  aner, andro; could mean man (male) or husband.
● Woman:  gune;  could mean woman (female) or wife.
● Need context of passage to disambiguate



Review: Ephesians 5:21-33
● Hierarchical:

– Wives are to be in a subordinate role to their husbands
– Husbands are to love their wives sacrificially as Christ does the 

church
– Head, kephale, means “authority”



Review: Ephesians 5:21-33
● Complementarian:

– Wife’s submission to husband is an instance of “Submit to one 
another” (5:21)

– As Christ initiated submission to Father’s will to die for us, 
husband is first to submit.

– Wife submits from a place of love and mutuality
– Head, kephale, means “source”



Review: Ephesians 5:21-33
● Egalitarian:

– Instructions in this passage are specific to culture of the day, 
therefore not normative

– Headship language is metaphorical with the physical head 
unable to survive without the body.

– Husbands love wife AS Christ loved church is a simile, 
comparing two different things.  Losing sight of this will cause 
unhealthy interpretations such as the husband becoming the 
savior and/or spiritual leader of the wife.



Galatians 3:26-28
(NIV)

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.28 There is neither 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. 

(NASB)

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.



Hierarchical POV
● The context of the book of Galatians is whether or not Gentile 

Christians must obey the law of Moses in order to be saved.  
● Church leadership and participation is not why Paul is writing this 

epistle
● The breaking down of the barriers are only in the context of 

salvation, sonship, and inheritance.  
● When complementarians and/or egalitarians use this passage to 

support a wider role for women in church participation and 
leadership, they are taking this passage out of context.



The meaning of unity
● “Neither male nor female” tells us what Paul meant by 

“You are all sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ”
– In Old Testament times, the significance of sonship lay in the 

ability to inherit
– In the New Testament, the significance of sonship still lies in 

inheritance, but the gender barrier is now lifted.  
● We are all united by Jesus Christ into one common body, 

one salvation, for only one purpose.



Roles, however, are not changed
● What does not change are the roles and responsibilities 

that a man or woman has in marriage and in the church.
● Only in our faith relationship with God does Paul claim 

that there are no distinctions.  
● In other letters when he writes about our relationships 

with one another these distinctions of gender (man, 
woman), ethnicity (Jew, Greek), and social status (slave, 
free) are recognized.



Our roles are by creation design
● The notion of limited ministry of women is by the design of creation.  
● If we decide to change these God-given roles, then we have 

implemented a cultural change which moves us away from God’s 
original design intention.

● When Jesus was questioned about divorce in Matthew 19:1-8, He 
acknowledged that Moses had implemented a cultural change which 
he attributed to the hardness of the people’s hearts.

●  But Jesus also said “It was not this way from the beginning”, citing 
God’s design in creation.



Complementarian POV
● The central question of Galatians is about circumcision 

and whether or not Gentiles who want to become 
Christians need to be circumcised. 
– Paul’s answer is a definitive NO.

● One is united with Christ and becomes Abraham’s seed 
through faith and baptism (3:26-27)

● Access to God is open to all in this manner regardless of 
distinction. (3:28)



Do social implications follow?
● Some claim that Jesus’ sacrifice introduces a social order which 

eliminates all these distinctions established in creation.
● It is valid to say that Jesus’ sacrifice brings about a restoration of the 

social and spiritual order first established in creation
– Jesus’ sacrifice tears down the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile (Eph 2:14)
– Jesus’ sacrifice restores to women the equality they lost in the fall
– Jesus’ sacrifice provides freedom to all. 

● Restored was substantial gender based equality, and the distinctive roles 
that were given by God to man and to woman. 



Egalitarian POV
● Notice that the differences in race, gender, and class were the 

three key markers dividing people in the ancient world.
– Note the parallelism between Paul’s refutation of these distinctions and 

the Jewish morning prayer from the Talmud: “I thank you, Lord, that I 
was not made a gentile, slave, or woman”.

– Being “sons” of God through faith in Jesus removes the dividing power 
of all those worldly distinctions.  

– If God has removed the distinction of gender in the way that the world 
uses it to manipulate identity and power, then the church must be the 
place where God’s way of unity and partnership are implemented.



Galatians 3:26-28 teaches that...
● Jews have no special privilege over Gentiles

– Though Jews generally were more well versed in the “scriptures”, Greeks could still preach
● Free men have no special privilege over bond men

–  Slaves were still subject to masters
–  Slaves could still read, teach, prophesy, etc. in worship according to their gifting 

● How can we conclude that the equality between men and women was somehow 
different?
–  Both male and female had put on the same Christ through baptism and enjoy the same 

spiritual gifts
– Women could speak in tongues and prophesy, teach, sing, and pray right along side free 

men, bond men, Jews and Greeks.



Unity means respecting each other’s gifts

● If Jew/Greek, slave/free, male/female are now one, then we should 
each respect the others' gifts and talents and allow them to be used 
for the benefit of all. 

● Would anyone argue that a sister in the Galatian church, who might 
have had an early privilege of learning the truth about being saved by 
grace rather than works, could not teach this truth to Galatian 
Christians who did not understand it? 

● If she moved elsewhere and some false concepts about justification 
by works of the law were held, would God want her to remain silent? 



1 Corinthians 11:3-16
(NIV)

3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the 
head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 But 
every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as 
having her head shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, she might as well have her hair cut off; 
but if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover her 
head.

7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. 
8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but 
woman for man. 10 It is for this reason that a woman ought to have authority over her own head, because 
of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of 
woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God.

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not the 
very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman 
has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious 
about this, we have no other practice—nor do the churches of God. 



1 Corinthians 11:3-16
(NASB)

But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, 
and God is the head of Christ. 4 Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying 
disgraces his head. 5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying 
disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the woman whose head is shaved. 6 For if a woman 
does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her 
hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to have his head covered, 
since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man does not originate 
from woman, but woman from man; 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman 
for the man’s sake. 10 Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of 
the angels. 11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of 
woman. 12 For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; 
and all things originate from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with 
her head uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor 
to him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 
But if one is inclined to be contentious, we have no other practice, nor have the churches of God. 



Hierarchical POV
● When Paul uses the word “head”, kephale, he means 

“position of authority”.  
● Paul lays out in this passages the ordered relationships:

– Man is subordinate to Christ (see Philippians 2:10-11)
– Woman is subordinate to man (see Ephesians 5:22-23)
– Christ is subordinate to God (see 1 Corinithians 15:28)

● Subordinate does not mean inferior.  It refers only to roles 
and relationships.



God’s intent is for ordered relationships

● Paul refers to glory.
– Man was created in the image of God and shows God’s glory in his submission 

to God.
– Woman was created from man and for man, and shows man’s glory in her 

submission.
● Paul refers to creation.

– Man did not come from woman, but woman from man. (i.e., his side)
– Man was not created for woman, but woman for man. (i.e., his helper)
– Paul will use order of creation and Eve’s deception as arguments in 1 Timothy 

2:13-14.



This passage deals with created order

● Paul is talking about created order, not about relationships. 
 If he were talking only about husbands and wives, single 
people would be excluded from the discussion.
– These commands apply to all Christian women at all times, both 

in and out of church assemblies.  
– Christ is the head of every man (not just husbands)
– Man is the head of woman (not just husbands the head of wives).



There is dependency in this order
● Men and women are not independent of each other.  It is 

not a matter of value or superiority, but of role.  
● Just as Christ is not inferior or second class to God, 

woman is not inferior or second class to man.



Complementarian POV
● Paul’s use of “head”, kephale, clearly does not mean “physical head”, so it 

must mean either “source” or “position of authority”.
● If “head” means “source”, then Paul is not concerned with heirarchy, but 

with relationships, 
– Paul says nothing about man’s authority.  Instead his concern is with the woman 

being man’s “glory” .  This is consistent with the complementarity see in Genesis 
2:15-3:16.  

– This passage is not hierarchical, the relationships are out of order 
● “Christ is the head of man, man is the head of woman, and God is the head of Christ” (11:3)  
● A strictly ordered hierarchy is “God is the head of Christ, Christ the head of man, and man the 

head of woman”.



Complementarian POV
● If “head” means “authority”, it is still not hierarchical.  Paul holds out a 

view of male spiritual leadership within the complementary context of 
God’s design.
– He begins with authority relationships in 11:3.  Christ’s redeeming work 

restores God’s original intent for partnership and equality in male-female 
relationships.

– He then adds the notion of “glory” to explain the way authority should be 
understood (11:7).  

– He is saying that man is the glory of God and woman is the glory of man.  
Because this is true, each should behave in a way that displays that glory rather 
than tarnishes it.



Egalitarian POV
● Head, kephale, means “source”, not authority or “noggin”.
● Paul is not outlining a hierarchy in this passage 

– None of the relationships is exactly the same as the others.  
– The relationship between God and Christ is not the same as 

the relationship between Christ and man, or man and woman.  
– The relationships are unequal.



“Bringing glory” ≠ Subordination
● Paul is not saying that man should bring glory to God because 

he is God’s subordinate, though by creation this is true.  
● Paul is not saying that woman should bring glory to man 

because she is man’s subordinate.  
– Any subordination of woman to man was rectified at the cross with 

Jesus’ sacrifice.
● Recall that both man and woman are created in God’s image 

(Genesis 1:27).



Equality is upheld by contrast
● “But in the Lord” in verse 11 is an important literary device.  
● By using it Paul upholds the spiritual equality of men and 

women “in Christ”.  
● The discussion is moved out of the context of “superior-

subordinate” and into the context of partnership and 
interdependence.

● “But everything comes from God” is a typical Pauline 
reminder of the priority of God. 



A question to consider...
● Is every man, by virtue of being born male, in a position of 

authority over every woman, by virtue of being born 
female?  
– Suppose Joe and Janet Smith and Bob and Barbara Jones are all 

members of the same congregation. Does this passage suggest 
that Joe Smith has authority over Barbara Jones or that Bob 
Jones has authority over Janet Smith? 

● These questions indicate the importance of Paul’s 
comments about “interdependence” in the Lord.



Take Two...



Women’s Participation: Preliminaries

● Move away from “Headship and Submission” to “Women’s 
Participation”

● Female participation in the Old Testament and New 
Testament
– Women served God in a variety of positions:  prophetess, judge, in 

Israel,  deaconess, teacher, and worker in the ministry of the church.
– Women were not selected to serve in the Old Testament as 

(Levitical) priests, nor were they selected as one of the Twelve 
apostles in the New Testament.



Women’s Participation: Preliminaries

● Key passages:  1 Corinthians 11:3-16,  1 Corinthians 14:26-
40, and 1 Timothy 2:1-3:16
– All of these epistles were written by one author, Paul.
– All of these epistles were inspired by the Holy Spirit

● Interpreting New Testament epistles is not unlike 
listening to one side of a conversation on the telephone.
– In many cases we must infer what was asked or said at the 

other end.



Women’s Participation: Preliminaries

● In 1 Corinthians we can infer some major divisions throughout the 
letter where we see key phrases like “now about...” or “regarding...”
– behavior in marriage (chapter 7)
– food sacrificed to idols (chapters 8, 9, 10)
– headship and head coverings in the church (11:2-16)
– the problem of abuse at the Lord’s table (11:17-34)
– spiritual gifts (chapters 12-14)
– bodily resurrection of believers (chapter 15)
– the collection (16:1-11)



Women’s Participation: Preliminaries

● New Testament epistles are “task oriented”, occasional 
writings:
– Galatians was written to address the heresy of the Judaizers.
– The first letter to the Corinthians was written to address 

multiple concerns.
– The letters to Timothy were written to encourage and help 

Timothy who was trying to minister in Ephesus.



1 Corinthians 11:  Veils
● Wearing of veils was not uniform throughout the ancient world, but it 

seems that women usually appeared in public/mixed company with their 
heads covered, and men appeared with their heads uncovered.

● Veils were a sign of propriety in at least two ways:
– The veil was a sign of morality.  

● A single woman wore a veil as a sign that she was a proper virgin.
● A married woman wore a veil as a sign that she was unavailable.

– The veil was a sign of submission.  
● An unmarried woman wore a veil while still in submission to her father.
● A married woman wore a veil in submission to her husband.
● To remove the marriage veil was an open declaration of her independence.



1 Corinthians 11:  Veils
● In the church at Corinth, some women had removed their veils 

and were praying and prophesying with their heads uncovered.
● Paul tells women that they should remain veiled in worship 

assemblies and men that they should go unveiled.  This raises 
two important questions we can bring to the text:
– What do Paul’s instructions tell us about the participation of women 

in the worship assembly?
– Since the wearing of veils was a cultural practice that we do not 

observe today, how do we apply this passage responsibly?



A Survey...
● TVCC leadership wants to better understand your 

scriptural “take” of these gender related items.
● One survey per person, complete it at home 
● Summary of responses on August 4th, our last class 

session.
● Your individual responses to all of the content of the 

survey will be kept Confidential.  



A Survey:  Page 1- Instructions and Demographics



Page 2:   On role differentiation  
  



Page 2:   On role differentiation  
  



Page 3-5:   Participation Specifics  
● Table of specific activities and situations regarding women’s 

participation:
– Column a:   I believe that the scriptures allow participation by women 

and we should also 
– Column b:  I believe that the scriptures allow for participation by women, 

but it would make me uncomfortable if we practiced it at TVCC. 
– Column c:  I believe that the scriptures prohibit participation by women, 

and we should also.
– Column d:  I do not have an informed opinion on this.  I need more 

teaching/study



Page 6:  Application to TVCC 
● Top half of the page, give your thoughts regarding the 

teaching of the scriptures.  

● Which of are 3 perspectives comes closest to your 
understanding?



Page 7:  Free form feedback
● For clarification of something from an earlier page, 
● Express something that is not a part of the survey.
● Specific individual comments will NOT be a part of the 

outbrief on August 4.  
● This survey information is for TVCC only.
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