
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 8



Review of Week 7 
● Last week we finished our study of “Headship and 

Submission” looking at two passages, Galatians 3:26-28 and 
1 Corinthians 11:2-16.

● We changed our topic to “Women’s Participation in ministry 
and church leadership”

● Interpretation guidelines for New Testament epistles
– Task oriented, occasional letters to specific churches or individuals
– Like listening to one side of a phone conversation



Review of Week 7 
● Significance of veils

– Sign of submission
– Sign of modesty

● Questions to bring to our next key texts:
– What do Paul’s instructions tell us about the participation of 

women in the worship assembly and in church leadership?
– Since the wearing of veils was a cultural practice that we do 

not observe today, how do we apply this passage responsibly?



1 Corinthians 11:3-16 NIV
3 But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head 
of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or 
prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head. 5 But every woman who 
prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the 
same as having her head shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, 
she might as well have her hair cut off; but if it is a disgrace for a woman to 
have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover her head.

7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; 
but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but 
woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for 
man. 10 It is for this reason that a woman ought to have authority over her 
own head, because of the angels. 



1 Corinthians 11:3-16 NIV
 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor 
is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, 
so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God.

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God 
with her head uncovered? 14 Does not the very nature of things 
teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15 but 
that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given 
to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious about 
this, we have no other practice—nor do the churches of God. 



1 Corinthians 11:3-16  NASB
But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man 
is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 4 Every man who has 
something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5 But 
every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying 
disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the woman whose head is 
shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut 
off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head 
shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to have his head covered, 
since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For 
man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; 9 for indeed man 
was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake. 10 
Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because 
of the angels. 



1 Corinthians 11:3-16  NASB
11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, 
nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as the woman 
originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through 
the woman; and all things originate from God. 13 Judge for 
yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man 
has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15 but if a woman has long 
hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 
16 But if one is inclined to be contentious, we have no other 
practice, nor have the churches of God. 



Hierarchical POV
● Women should remain veiled and silent in worship assemblies, 

thereby maintaining their place of subordination.
● Women in the Corinthian church who removed their veils and began to 

pray and prophesy, violated the principle of subordination and 
rejected their place in God’s economy.

● Though not addressed until 14:34, for women to pray and prophesy 
was wrong.

● Women’s freedom in Christ did not eliminate the principle of male 
headship which, in their culture, the veil signified.



Hierarchical POV
● Praying or teaching at home or in private would be permissible 

for a woman.
● Her position as subordinate is part of the created order (11:3, 7-9)
● God has established all things in a heirarchy.  

– The head of woman is man, the head of man is Christ, the head 
of Christ is God.  

● “Head” means authority, not source.  God intends for women to 
be subordinate to man in worship.



It’s about glory...
● Man is the image of God and mirrors His glory.  

– Woman reflects man’s glory because she was made for him.  
– The restrictions on women are rooted in creation and are not cultural 

options.
● Man brings glory to God both in his role as the head of the family and as 

he submits to God in exercising his  responsibilities of spiritual leadership.
● Woman brings glory to God and her husband in her role as wife and 

mother, and she submits to her husband by fulfilling her responsibilities 
within marriage and the home.



It’s about angels??? (11:10)
● Angels are likely present in the Christian worship assembly.
● Expulsion of angels serves as a warning: 

– Jude 6:  “And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority 
but abandoned their proper dwelling—“

● If women appeared without a head covering, angels might lust: 
– Genesis 6:1-2 “...the sons of God saw that the daughters of humans 

were beautiful…
● Angels may be serving as God’s guardians of the law and enforcers. 

(Galatians 3:19, Hebrews 2:2) 



Was this a public assembly?
● Paul appeals to “common sense” in 11:13 saying “judge for yourselves”.  
● Perspectives that assume from this passage that women were legitimately 

praying and prophesying in the public assembly are mistaken.
– 1 Corinthians 11 never states that those praying and prophesying were 

in a public assembly.
– The person who prays or prophesies in public assembly is the one in 

authority.  
– Women could not be speaking in authority while wearing a sign of 

subjection on their head.  



What does this mean for us today?

● What is the cultural equivalent of the veil during worship today?
– It is the respect shown for man’s headship by displaying an 

attitude of humility and submission
– It is to refrain from asserting herself in leadership positions in 

church or during the worship assembly.
– It is to confine her servanthood to the realm of service to 

which she was called – to her husband, to the home, to the 
teaching of other women and children.



Complementarian POV
● 1 Corinthians 11 and 14 is about orderly, honorable, appropriate 

worship.
● The problem was not that women were participating, but the way in 

which they were participating.
● The first issue is about veils.  

– Some wives/women were removing their veils in the assembly.  
– Paul instructs them to show proper respect by leaving their veils on.

● The second issue, disruptive speech, will be addressed in chapter 14.



Instructions about head covering
● It was inappropriate and dishonorable for men to participate 

with their head covered.
● The cultural symbol of submission reflects the principle of 

submission that all of God’s people hold to, man and Christ 
included.

● Because the veil was a sign of both modesty and submission, 
a Christian woman’s removal of the veil placed them in an 
unfavorable light which reflected badly on the church.



Two possibilities: Continuous and Refuted arguments

● 1. Paul makes a continuous argument which runs 11:7-16.
– A more important question concerns the word “authority”.
– The verse actually reads “the woman ought to have authority on 

her own head”.  A woman should appear in worship with the 
head covering as a sign that she is under a man’s authority.

– Paul was concerned that men might take these instructions too 
far,  so he is quick to point out that men and women are not 
independent of one another.



Two possibilities: Continuous argument

● 1. Paul makes a continuous argument which runs 11:7-16.
– The “common sense” and nature of things to which Paul 

appeals to the parallel between length of hair and veils:
– Because woman’s long hair is already like a covering, she 

should follow the lead of nature in wearing a veil.
– Because men wear their hair short, nature has given him 

no natural covering, so he should not wear one.



Two possibilities: Refuted argument

● 2. Paul points out a faulty argument in 11:7-10, then refutes it in 
11:11-16
– “In the Lord, however...”.   indicates that what he is about to say 

stands in contrast to what was said in 11:7-10
– Paul emphasizes the interdependency (complementarity) of 

man and woman and appeals to the nature of things to show 
that a woman should pray with her head covered.

– This passage emphasizes the purpose to instruct both men and 
women about the proper way to speak in the worship assembly. 



Two possibilities: Refuted argument

● 2. Paul points out a faulty argument in 11:7-10, then refutes it in 11:11-16
– Obviously, women publicly prayed and prophesied in the church at 

Corinth. Paul’s concern is not that women are praying/prophesying, 
but the manner in which they are doing it.

– This passage is one fulfillment of the prophecy in Joel 2:28-29 “ I will 
pour out my Spirit on all people...” 

– The cultural equivalent of wearing a veil during worship today must 
be tied to submission.  It goes back to the principle of mutual, 
voluntary submission, living in harmony, and treating one another 
with respect.



Egalitarian POV
● Clearly, both men and women were to pray and to prophesy.  The specifics of 

how they were to do this is what is detailed here.
● Instructions to the men indicate that the principle of submission is just as 

applicable to men as it is to women, albeit in a different fashion.
● Possibly, the reference to a man praying or prophesying with his head covered 

is an example of contrast and was not a real problem in the Corinthian church.
● The verse actually reads “the woman ought to have authority on her own head”. 

–  It may refer to a woman’s own authority which she brings and submits to 
God.  “Authority”, then refers to her right/freedom to approach God, to pray 
and to prophesy in the assembly.



What the “veil” means today
● The cultural equivalent of the veil today is not only submission, but it 

also involves “authority”. 
● Which public roles constitute positions of authority?

– How does passing communion trays or reading scripture place 
someone in authority?

– We prohibit women from praying aloud in the assembly, but Paul 
did not prohibit women from praying in Corinth. (11:5)

– If these activities are positions of authority, why is gender the only 
qualification for participation? 



Women can respectfully speak out
● If Paul had not wanted women to participate then 11:4-5 would have said 

something like “Every man who prophesies with his head covered dishonors 
his head.  And it is disgraceful for a woman to pray or prophesy at all.”

● If Paul could allow for a speaking role for women in the assembly without 
violating his teaching about headship and submission, why can’t we?

● While Paul talks about showing proper respect in worship, he does not 
restrict a woman’s ability to use her God-given spiritual gifts in the 
assembly. 

●  It appears that spiritual gifting, not a person’s gender, is the real 
qualification for participation in worship.



Break Time



1 Corinthians 14:26-40   NIV
● What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each 

of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. 
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, 
one at a time, and someone must interpret. 28 If there is no interpreter, the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God.

● 29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh 
carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting 
down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so 
that everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets 
are subject to the control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but 
of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.



1 Corinthians 14:26-40   NIV
● 34 Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to 

speak, but must be in submission, as the law says. 35 If they want to 
inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for 
it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.

●  Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only people it 
has reached? 37 If anyone thinks they are a prophet or otherwise gifted by 
the Spirit, let them acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the Lord’s 
command. 38 But if anyone ignores this, they will themselves be ignored.

● 39 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and do not 
forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything should be done in a fitting 
and orderly way.



1 Corinthians 14:26-40   NASB
● What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a 

psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks 
in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, 
and one must interpret; 28 but if there  is no interpreter, he must keep 
silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two 
or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. 30 But if a 
revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep 
silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and 
all may be exhorted; 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to 
prophets; 33 for God is not a God of confusion but of [a]peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints.



1 Corinthians 14:26-40   NASB
● 34 The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not 

permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also 
says. 35 If they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands 
at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church. 36 Was it from 
you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only?

● 37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the 
things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 38 But if anyone 
does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

● 39 Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid 
to speak in tongues. 40 But all things must be done properly and in an 
orderly manner.



Background: Significant words
● The English New Testament  translates two different Greek words as 

meaning “silent”.
– 1. The Greek word sigao means “absolute silence”.  This is a strong 

word that means “say nothing”, “stop speaking”, “keep quiet”.
– 2. The Greek word hesuchia means “quiet spirit”.  It means 

peaceful quietness, not absolute silence like sigao does.
● Each time Paul uses “silent” in 1 Corinthians 14, he uses the Greek 

word sigao, absolute silence.



Background: Issues at Corinth
● All of our perspectives agree that there are problems described here related to 

the chaotic nature of worship in Corinth.
– The Lord’s Supper was taken in the context of a meal.  Some would come 

early and consume most of the food and wine, leaving nothing for those 
who came later.

– The exercise of the gifts of tongues and prophecy was disorderly and not 
edifying.  

● Without an interpreter, tongues were confusing. 
●  When many people spoke at the same time, people were confused. 
●  Visitors found the experience bewildering.



Background: How to Interpret
● There were problems related to women.  Our discussion centers on how to 

interpret these. So the questions we will bring to the text are these:
– Does Paul rebuke the fact that women were participating, or the manner 

in which they were participating?
– Is Paul’s instruction to silence timeless and normative for all the 

churches, or limited and situational so that order could be restored in 
the church at Corinth?

– How do we reconcile that women apparently pray and prophesy in the 
assembly in chapter 11, with Paul’s instruction that “women be silent” in 
chapter 14?



Hierarchical POV
● The problem with the women in the Corinthian church is not 

the manner in which they spoke, but the fact that they 
spoke at all.  The two problems in chapter 14 are:
– Men exercised their spiritual gifts inappropriately, so they 

needed to be corrected.
– Women claimed equality with men and the right to 

participate, so they needed to be corrected.



Three directives
● Paul gives three directives each with explanations:

– 1. Women should remain silent in the churches (14:34)
– 2. They are not allowed to speak (14:34)
– 3. It is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church 

(14:35)



Understanding the directives
● Since sigao means “absolute silence”, does he mean that women cannot speak 

at all from the time they enter the church building until the time they leave? 
● Sometimes the Greek word for speak, lalei, (14:27, 28) means to “babble with 

indistinguishable sounds”.  Does he mean they cannot speak in tongues or 
prophesy, but other kinds of speaking would be permitted?

● Sometimes lalei means “speaking” generally.  It seems best to understand it this 
way here. Paul prohibits women to speak or to seek to speak to the general 
assembly in church.

● While Paul’s restrictions apply to the church, a woman would not be prohibited 
from praying or teaching privately.



Explaining the directives
● This is the practice of all the congregations of the saints.  This verse should go 

with verse 34 to indicate that it was the common practice of all churches for 
women to be silent in the assembly.

● Women must be in submission.  This explanation is consistent with other 
passages of scripture which instruct women to be submissive to men and wives 
to their husbands (Genesis 2-3, Ephesians 5, 1 Peter 3).

● In keeping with what the “Law” says, that is, the law of creation.
●  If a woman must remain silent and not speak, then how can she learn?

– A person does not have to ask questions in order to learn
– If questions need to be asked, ask them “offline”.



Conclusions
● Instruction here that a woman be silent is not in conflict with Paul’s 

instructions in chapter 11.  
– In chapter 11 the command to wear the veil as a sign of submission is 

an implicit command to remain silent. 
● The conclusion is that Paul’s instructions that a woman be silent and 

submissive in the church constitutes a universal, timeless prohibition 
which forbids women from taking a speaking role or occupying a position 
of leadership in church.

● If we see this as a limited, situational prohibition, then we are elevating 
culture above scripture.



Complementarian POV
●  The hierarch looks at 1 Corinthians chapters 11 through 14 through the 

lens of 14:34, “a woman ought to remain silent” then seeks to interpret the 
other chapters in light of it.

● Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 11 through 14 through the lens of 14:33 “God is 
not a God of disorder, but of peace”.  

●  In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul is concerned with “honorable” (v. 4-5) and 
“proper” (v. 13) practice with respect to head coverings.

● He opposes the chaotic nature of their observance of the Lord’s Supper 
celebration (11:20-22).  His instruction for them to “wait for each other” is 
designed to establish order (11:33).



“God is not a God of disorder, but of peace”
● In chapters 12 and 13, Paul notes the problems that come when some parts of 

the body think they are more important than other parts of the body (12:14-
16) 

● All parts are gifted by the same Spirit as the Spirit has determined (12:4-6, 11), 
and that any display of spiritual gifts has little value without love (13:1-3).

● In chapter 14 Paul is concerned that things be done to:
– edify the church (v. 3-5, 11-12, 17), 
– to be meaningful to visitors (v. 22-25), 
– and in an orderly way (v. 40).



Contradiction with chapter 11?
● If we cannot take it to mean that women can never utter a word in church, 

what, then, did he mean by “women must remain silent”?  There are five 
possibilities. 

● 5.  (Least likely):  Verses 34 and 35 were added later.  
– They seem to interrupt a a discussion of tongues and prophesy that spans 

verses 26-40.  
– Throughout the entire chapter, verses 34 and 35 are the only ones that 

mention anything gender specific.   
– Some later manuscripts move verses 34 and 35 to the end of the chapter, 

but this is different than omitting them altogether.



Five possible explanations
● 4.   Verses 34 and 35 represent a “slogan” that was used by 

some in the Corinthian church to silence women. 
–  Paul then rebuts this slogan beginning with verse 36 (“Did 

the word of God originate with you?”) in which he 
challenges this overzealous conservatism.  

– This argument is highly unlikely given Paul’s writings in 1 
Timothy 2



Five possible explanations
● 3. These verses apply to a specific situation in Corinth that does not 

apply to all churches everywhere.  
– Verse 33b (“as in all the churches”) can plausibly be taken as the 

conclusion of the previous paragraph (i.e., “God is not a God of 
confusion, but of peace, as in all the churches”).

– Given the lack of education of females in Paul’s world and, if these 
church assemblies were like synagogue assemblies, with women 
sitting in the back segregated from men, this could have made them 
prone to chattering such that Paul might have wanted to silence this 
kind of disruptive talk.



Five possible explanations
● 2. The context of Paul’s teaching is about the exercise of 

spiritual gifts in Corinth, especially prophecy and tongues. 
– Perhaps Paul is  telling the women in Corinth not to speak 

in tongues (glossolalia from glossa=tongue + laleo=speak).
– In 1 Corinthians 14, the Greek word for “speak”, laleo,  

refers to a special kind of speech: prophecy, a spiritual gift 
given by the God to whomever He wishes regardless of 
gender.



Five possible explanations
● 1. Paul instructs women to be silent when it comes to the 

evaluation of prophecy
– If Paul believed that the highest levels of church leadership 

were to be occupied by men, it could be that he was telling the 
women of his day to be silent in that particular context. 

–  Such inquiries and evaluations could have breached Paul’s 
teaching on submission.   This could explain Paul’s 
subsequent guidance on female inquiry (ask your husbands at 
home).



Egalitarian POV
● 1.) “(33a)… for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, (33b) 

as in all the churches of the saints.

(34) The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are 
not permitted to speak...”

● 2.) “(33a)… for God is not a God of confusion but of peace.

 (33b) As in all the churches of the saints, (34) the women are to 
keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak...”



How to read verses 33 and 34?

● Every readable early manuscript shows a break both before 
14:34 and again after 14:35.

● Gordon Fee correctly notes, “The idea that v. 33b goes with v. 
34 seems to be a modern phenomenon altogether.”



How to read verses 33 and 34?
● In every other instance in 1 Corinthians where Paul appeals 

to the practice of “all the churches,” he uses it to conclude its 
section: 
– This favors linking v. 33b with v. 33a.

● Breaking the text at v. 33b removes the proper focus of Paul’s 
conclusion on what is appropriate in church worship. 



Egalitarian conclusion
● Paul’s concluding argument is merely that God is a God of peace in 

general. 
– Focus on how the character of God should be reflected in worship, 

without confusion.
– Uniting v. 33 adds to Paul’s argument that all the churches of the 

saints worship this way, implying that if you are saints, you will too.
● Trying to couple 33b with verse 34 in order to argue that the “women’s 

silence” language should be normative across all the churches is very 
likely a break from the communication intended by the ancient writings.
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