
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 1



Introduction
● What our class is…

– An invitation to join us on a journey
– An opportunity to share with you what we have studied
– An opportunity to have conversation with love and respect

● What our class is not…
– An outbrief to inform you about things that we have already 

decided



To Our Women...
● We observe that the female perspective is underrepresented 

in both scholarly writing and in discussion about gender 
roles.

● We want to hear from you specifically



To Our Women...
● On June 16th please come prepared with your response to the 

following:

1.  Tell us about your personal experiences regarding women's 
involvement in worship services and church leadership.

2. Tell us what you have been taught regarding women's involvement 
in Christian worship services and church leadership

.3. What are your current thoughts regarding women's involvement in 
worship services and church leadership?
 



Our Format
● Lecture with single track discussion
● Verbal and written Q/A

– Note paper is available to you each week.
● Support is available to you outside of class

– Slides will be made available on our website
● www.trivalleychurch.org

– Classes will be recorded and made available
– TVCC leadership is available to you after class, after worship, during the 

week via phone, text, email, personal visit.



Our Expectations
● Orthopraxy is more important than Orthodoxy

– In our discussion, let someone speak without interruption.
– If an opinion is expressed that is not your own, first try to understand.
– James 1:19: “… let everyone be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to 

anger”
● Unity is more important than Uniformity

– Uniformity requires like thinking, like behaving and like appearances with 
little room for deviation.

– Unity elevates oneness while acknowledging differences.



Our Expectations
● Pray for…

– Our class sessions
– That God give us direction about what He wants from TVCC.
– All who will be impacted by what the Lord brings about.



Our Roadmap
● June 2:

– Introduction/Purpose
– Thoughts on Biblical interpretation

● June 9:
– Thoughts on Biblical interpretation

● June 16:
– Discussion of women’s teaching, experience, current thoughts



Our Roadmap
● June 23:

– Survey of men’s and women’s participation in God’s work throughout the ages
● June 30:

– Summary of three points of view
– Headship and submission

● Genesis 2:15-3:16 – Relationship and Creation

● July 7:
● Ephesians 5:21-33 – Relationship in Marriage
● 1 Peter 3:1-7 – Relationship in Marriage



Our Roadmap
● July 14:

● 1 Corinthians 11:3-16 – Relationship divine and human
● Galatians 3:26-28 – Faith and sonship

● July 21:
– Women’s Participation

● 1 Corinthians 11 – The Worship Assembly
● 1 Corinthians 14 – Gifting and Order
● Distribute surveys



Our Roadmap
● July 28:

– 1 Timothy 2:1 – 3:16
– Questions about worship assemblies
– Collect Surveys

● August 4:
– Survey outbrief
– Applications and conclusions



Interpreting the Bible
● Q:  Why is it that two people can look at the same passage of 

scripture and come up with two completely different takes 
on it?
– A: Possibly because they bring unique experiences and questions 

to the text before ever trying to interpret it.
● Interpretive lens

– What are some different things that can affect the way we look at 
the Bible?



Interpreting the Bible
● What are some ways we can develop a healthy interpretive 

lens?
– Try to understand the original intent of the writer
– Try to understand principle(s) underlying the passage
– Try to understand the effect of historical and/or cultural 

background of both the writer and those to whom he has written.



The Need for Interpretation
● Interpreting scripture is necessary and we all do it

– 2 Peter 1:20-21
● … you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 

own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

– Scripture is the divine word of God expressed in human words, spoken into 
history.

– The aim is to get at the “plain meaning” of the text.
● However things can get complicated quickly

How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth – Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart



The Nature of God’s Word
● God’s word has eternal relevance.
● God’s word has historical particularity.

– Languages, times, places, and cultures.
● We must honor both eternal relevance and historical 

particularity.



Divine words spoken into history
● The Bible is a divinely sourced book expressed for and to 

humankind
– Taking the Bible as “human only”, ignoring its divine nature leads 

to limited engagement as a historical or poetic book.
– Taking the Bible as a “divine only” can lead to thinking of it as a 

collection of propositions to be believed and imperatives to be 
obeyed. 



Two Steps to Healthy Interpretation

● First, we must hear the word and try to understand it 
in the “then and there”

● Second, we must hear the word and try to understand 
it in the “here and now”



Task 1:  Exegesis
● Ex = “out of”;  Hegeisthia = “to lead”
● Read larger portions of text
● Ask good questions of the text:

– Who did the Holy Spirit use to bring this text?
– What is the historical setting?
– What is the occasion of the writing?



Task 1:  Exegesis
● Couple historical context with literary context
● Literary context and Biblical genres:

– Law:   (Genesis - Deuteronomy)
– Historical Narrative: (Joshua – Esther, Matthew-Luke, Acts)
– Poetry: (Job – Song of Solomon)
– Prophecy: (Isaiah – Malachi, Revelation)
– Epistle: (Romans – 3 John)



Task 1:  Exegesis
● Understanding of Literary Devices:

– Metaphor:  
● Luke 2:32:  “… that fox, Herod...”

– Simile:  
● 1 Thessalonians 5:2:  “… like a thief in the night...”

– Allegory:  
● Galatians 4:21-31:   Hagar is the Old Covenant, Sarah the New Covenant 



Task 1:  Exegesis
● Understanding of Literary Devices:

– Hyperbole: 
● Mark 9:43:  “… if your right hand offends you...”

– Contrast:  
● Matthew 5:  “… you have heard it said…  but I say to you...”

● Exegesis attempts to understand a text in the “there and 
then”.



Task 1:  Exegesis
●  When we describe God, we can only use similes, analogies, 

and metaphors. All theological language is an approximation, 
offered tentatively in holy awe. We can say, “It’s like . . .” or 
“It’s similar to . . .”; but we can never say with absolute 
certainty, “It is . . .” because we are in the realm of beyond, of 
transcendence, of mystery. We absolutely must maintain 
humility before the Great Mystery; otherwise, religion 
worships itself and its formulations instead of God.                    
                                                                    – Richard Rohr
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