
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 2 – Interpreting the Bible (continued)



Review of Week 1
● Our purpose is to invite you to join us on a journey
● We want to open previously underserved lines of 

communication
● Lecture format with single track discussion
● Support outside of class

– www.trivalleychurch.org/worship-study
– Elders and staff available to you

http://www.trivalleychurch.org/worship-study


Review of Week 1
● Discussion segment on June 16th to hear our women’s responses 

to the following:

1.  Tell us about your personal experiences regarding women's 
involvement in worship services and church leadership.

2. Tell us what you have been taught regarding women's involvement 
in Christian worship services and church leadership

.3. What are your current thoughts regarding women's involvement in 
worship services and church leadership?
 



Review of Week 1
● Expectations:

– How we treat each other is more important than “being right”
– Unity is more important than uniformity
– Pray for:

● Our class sessions together
● That we are able to discern and act on God’s will for TVCC
● All who are impacted by our study



Review of Week 1
● Interpreting the Bible

– Interpretive lens
● How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth – Fee & Stuart

– Twofold tasking
● Understand the Bible in the “then and there” (Exegesis)
● Understand the Bible in the “here and now” (Hermeneutics)

– God’s word has eternal relevance and historical particularity, we must 
honor both

– Sound exegesis considers context, both historical and literary



Task 2:  Hermeneutics
● Hermeneutics is trying to understand a text in the “here and now”
● The control point always lies in the original meaning of a text
● Do not start with the “here and now” and try to map backward to the 

original text.
● Good hermeneutics (mapping to here and now), begins with good 

exegesis + a good translation of the Bible.
● A Bible translation maps the content of the scriptures from their 

original language (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) into a receptor language 
(English) 



Types of Biblical Translations
● Literal:  

– word for word accuracy in original language and still make sense in the 
receptor language

● Dynamic Equivalent: 
– translates words, idioms, and grammatical constructs as accurately as 

possible 
● Free:

– Attempts to translate ideas from original language, lesser concerned with 
word accuracy



Types of Biblical Translations

Literal
Dynamic

Equivalent Free

KJV

NASB

RSV NIV

NAB

GNB

JB

NEB

PhillipsGNB Message

NEB

Living
Bible

KJV = King James Version                                   NAB = New American Bible
NASB = New American Standard Version     GNB = Good News Bible
RSV = Revised Standard Version                       JB = Jerusalem Bible
NIV = New International Version                       NEB = New English Bible



Guidance: Common Sense
● 2 Timothy 4

– Verses 1 & 2 have good application to us:
● In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 

dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction

– Verses 9ff not so much...
● Do your best to come to me quickly… when you come, bring my cloak



Guidance: Common Sense
● Things can get complicated...
● 1 Timothy 5:23

– Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your 
stomach and your frequent illnesses.

● This is clearly an instruction to Timothy’s specific situation
● Should this verse be used as a justification for social 

drinking?



Guidance for Interpreting
● A text cannot mean what it was never meant to mean to its 

original writers and readers
– 1 Corinthians 13:8-10
– Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 

there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will 
pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears.

● Paul did not write this to teach that tongues and prophecy 
would cease in the modern church.



Comparable Particulars
● Whenever we share comparable particulars with the first 

century church, then God’s word to us is the same as His 
word to them. 
– “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” - Rom 3:23
– “By grace you are saved through faith...” - Ephesians 2:8

● Extending application can become problematic
– “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers...” - 2 Cor. 6:14ff



Break Time



NonComparable Particulars
● How to handle issues that have NO 1st century counterpart?
● How to handle issues that could POSSIBLY have a 1st century 

counterpart?
● 1 Corinthians 8-10

– Christians arguing to join their pagan neighbors at idol feasts
– Corinthians questioning Paul’s apostolic authority
– Food sacrificed to idols sold in the marketplace



NonComparable Particulars
● Sound exegesis of this passage indicates Paul’s answers are:

– Christians are absolutely forbidden to join their pagan neighbors 
at idol feasts

– Paul is an apostle and has right to compensation, though he 
foregoes this.

– Food sacrificed to idols sold in the marketplace can be bought and 
eaten.  And it can be eaten if served at someone else’s home.



NonComparable Particulars
● In the 21st century these idol issues do not exist, so how do 

these passages apply to us today?
● Be careful to understand the “then and there”.
● Ask “Is a clear principle articulated”?

– In most cases a “clear principle” will transcend any historical 
particularity

– In this case the principle is that of a “stumbling block”



NonComparable Particulars
● The principle 

– must be applied to genuinely comparable situations, not applied at random
– does not become timeless and/or normative. 

● 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
● The “stumbling” occurs when a brother whose conscience does not 

allow for eating meat sacrificed to idols is COMPELLED to partake 
because of observing a brother whose knowledge and conscience 
allow him to partake. 



NonComparable Particulars
● This principle does not extend to “offense”
● Regarding Paul’s right to financial support

– Our ministers do not claim apostolic succession
– The principle of 1 Corinthians 9:14 may still reasonably apply
– Other NT passages corroborate the principle (1 Timothy 5:17-18)

● Regarding idol food
– Both God and Paul appear indifferent about the food, but some others were not
– The same is true of food and special days in Romans 14.



The Problem of Cultural Relativity
● Which historical particulars do we map into the 21st century 

and which do we leave in the 1st century?
– Abstaining from food sacrificed to idols?
– Abstaining from sexual immorality?
– A little wine for your stomach’s sake?
– Greeting each other with a holy kiss?
– Head coverings?
– Long hair for women, short hair for men?



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Distinguish between what is the core central  message of the 

passage and what is dependent upon it (peripheral).
– This will safeguard the gospel from being turned into law through 

culture or church custom.  (e.g., Acts 15 Judaizers)
– Core:  mankind is fallen;  God’s redemption from our fallenness is by 

His grace through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
– Specific greetings, specific gifts, and their exercise or management 

in the church seem to be peripheral to the core central message.



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Distinguish between what the New Testament sees as 

inherently moral and what it does not.
– Inherently moral items should be treated as normative and should 

abide across all cultures over all times.
– Paul’s sin lists:   

do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Distinguish between what the New Testament sees as 

inherently moral and what it does not.
– Things such as footwashing, Paul’s preference for celibacy, a 

woman teaching in the church are not inherently moral matters.
–  They can only become so when abused.



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Note items where the New Testament provides uniform 

witness and where it reflects differences.
– Uniform witness:

● Love as the believer’s basic ethical response
● Non-retaliatory personal ethic
● Wrongness of strife, murder, sexual immorality, stealing, etc.



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Nonuniform witness:

● Women’s ministry: 
– “silence scriptures”: 1 Corinthians 14:35, 1 Timothy 2:11-14  vs. 
–  Phoebe (Romans 16:1), Priscilla (16:3), Junia (16:7)

● Retention of wealth:
– Luke 18:32 “sell your possessions...” vs.
– 1 Timothy 6:17-19 “… command the rich not to… put their hope in their 

wealth”
● Eating food sacrificed to idols:

– Acts 15:29 vs. 1 Corinthians 10:23-29



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Distinguish between principle and specific application

– It is possible for a writer to support a specific application with an absolute 
principle.

– 1 Corinthians 11:3-5

But I want you to understand that [a]Christ is the head of every man, and the man 
is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 4 Every man who has 
something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5 But 
every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying disgraces 
her head, for she is one and the same as the woman whose head is shaved.  --NASB

– Would this be an issue for us if not encountered in NT?



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Try to determine the cultural options open to any New Testament writer

– Homosexuality was both affirmed and condemned by various secular 
writers in antiquity.  New Testament takes a singular position

– Slavery was singularly accepted practice in 1st century Rome. New 
Testament writers did not denounce slavery

– Treatment of women as inferior was singularly accepted in 1st century 
Rome.  New Testament writers went well beyond their contemporary 
culture with acceptance and inclusion.



Managing Cultural Relativity
● Consider cultural differences that may be more subtle

– Romans 13:1-5 regarding “subjection to authorities”
● NT enjoins subjection, recognition that God established rulers. 
● 21st century participatory democracy should condition how we bring 

Romans 13:1-5 into the 21st century
– Treatment of women

● 1st century culture regarded women as inferior, hence fewer opportunities 
for education.

● Mapping women’s issues to 21st century church must be conditioned by 
today’s educational and vocational opportunities for women.



Managing Cultural Relativity
● We must exercise Christian charity

– Recognise and articulate our differences
– Open lines of communication
– Demonstrate love toward those with whom we differ
– Ask forgiveness from those with whom we differ
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