
Discerning God’s Will for 
Worship and Community – 
A Study in Multiple Perspectives
Week 4



Key Scriptures
● Headship and Submission

– Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:15-3:19… Creation and Fall
– Ephesians 5:21-33; 1 Peter 3:1-7 … Relationships in marriage
– 1 Corinthians 11:3-16 … Divine and Human relationship
– Galatians 3:26-27… Faith and sonship



Key Scriptures
● Women and participation

– 1 Corinthians 11:2-16
– 1 Corinthians 14:26-40
– 1 Timothy 2:1 – 3:16



Multiple Perspectives
● Hierarchical Point of View

– Superior and subordinate orientation
– Many of today’s social systems implement this model

● Military, law enforcement, corporate, family, church
– Gender based superiority: 

● Males are superior to females, who are subordinate
– Bible teaches that women are prohibited from occupying leadership roles 

in the church
– Symbolized by the ladder



Multiple Perspectives
● Complementarian Point of View

– Mutually supportive orientation
– Gender based equality with distinct and diverse roles 

● Males and females are equally valued and loved
● God has assigned distinct and different roles.

– Bible teaches that women are encouraged to participate as is 
appropriate to their role.

– Symbolized by the Mizpah (Genesis 31:49)



Multiple Perspectives
● Egalitarian Point of View

– Equality orientation
– Gender based equality without distinct and diverse roles 

● Males and females are equally valued and loved
● Roles and responsibilities are according to gifting, not gender.

– Bible teaches that women are equal in creation and share equal 
responsibility with men for all things on earth:  family, home, church, 
environment.

– Symbolized by the equal sign



Multiple Perspectives
● Each point of view is that of a hypothetical believer
● Each has developed their point of view through Bible study 

conditioned by their interpretive lens
● The three points of view are not bins, but like our translation 

models, more of a spectrum
● If the material is presented correctly, you will not be able to 

tell the point of view of the presenter.



Headship and Submission Questions

● Nature of the roles of men and women?
● Timeless principle of male leadership, or has 

complementarity/equality been distorted?
● What do “headship” and “submission” mean?
● How do gender based roles apply in: marriage?  home? 

church?
● How are headship and submission related to culture?



Translations for Key Passages
● Each passage will be read in BOTH the

– New International Version (NIV); 
● Dynamic Equivalent translation

– New American Standard Version (NASB):
● Literal Translation



Creation: Genesis 1:26-31 NIV
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all 
the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So 
God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 
And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures 
that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.



Creation: Genesis 1:26-31 NASB
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 29 Then God said, “Behold I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall 
be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to 
every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant 
for food”; and it was so. 31 God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. .



Break Time



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NIV
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any 
tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 18 The Lord God said, “It is not 
good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 19 Now the Lord 
God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man 
called each living creature,that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for Adam no suitable helper 
was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 
was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 
Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a 
man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NIV
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 
“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of 
them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and 
made coverings for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord 
God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  12 The man said, “The woman 
you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NIV

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly 
and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very 
severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your 
husband, and he will rule over you.” 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your 
wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all 
the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the 
plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to 
the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NASB
15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it 
and keep it. 16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden 
you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 18 Then the Lord God said, 
“It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19 
Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man 
called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and 
to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a 
helper suitable for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The 
Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought 
her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall 
become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NASB
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may 
eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall 
not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will 
not die! 5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took 
from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings.

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 
Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the 
sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” 11 And He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the 
tree, and I ate.”



Creation & Fall: Genesis 2:15-3:19 NASB
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the 
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And 
more than every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat 
All the days of your life; 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you 
shall bruise him on the heel.”  16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply 
Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will 
be for your husband, And he will rule over you.” 17 Then to Adam He said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree 
about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the 
ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 “Both 
thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 
19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, 
Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”



Hierarchical POV
● In creation God establishes relationships based on dominion

– As Creator, God has dominion over all creation (1:1)
– God has given man dominion over land, plants, animals 

(1:26-30)
– God has given man dominion over woman. Several facts 

about creation indicate this...



God gave man dominion over woman

● Man was created first, thus indicating primacy (2:7, 21-22)
● God gave instructions to the man before woman was created, 

thus indicating Adam’s responsibility to teach Eve. (2:15-17)
● Woman was created from man thus indicating a subordinate 

position.  He is her “source of origin”. 
● Woman was brought to the man indicating that she was 

created FOR him, not vice versa.  She was designed to be the 
man’s helper.



God gave man dominion over woman

● Woman was named by man, as were the animals.  This is an 
exercise of man’s dominion. (2:23, 3:20)

● Woman was deceived by the serpent and thus became an easy 
target. (3:6, 17)

● When God seeks them out after their sin, He speaks first to 
Adam because he is the head of the home.

● Eve’s punishment, that her husband would “rule over her” is a 
reaffirmation of God’s design in creation.



Male’s primary position
● The Bible’s anthropomorphic description of God is as a male.
● Jesus, God incarnate, was a male.
● There is a parallel between man being created first and the 

system of firstborn inheritance seen throughout the Old 
Testament. 



Male spiritual leadership
● The pattern of male leadership is consistent throughout the 

scriptures:
– As man was appointed to rule in the garden, the firstborn male 

receives the right of inheritance
– As man was appointed spiritual leader in the garden, the Levites 

were appointed to serve as spiritual leaders in the tabernacle.  
All Levitical priests were male.

– While Jesus was born of a woman, he was a male and the 
spiritual leader of all. 



Consequences of the Fall
● Each of the players in the fall received both physical and 

spiritual consequences: (Genesis 3:14-24)
● Physical:

–  The serpent would crawl
– Eve would have increased pain in childbirth
– Adam would work the ground for a living
– All mankind would die, separated from the Tree of Life



Consequences of the Fall
● Each of the players in the fall received both physical and 

spiritual consequences: (Genesis 3:14-24)
● Spiritual/relational:

– The serpent’s head would be crushed by Eve’s offspring
– Eve would be subordinate to her husband’s headship
– Adam and Eve were separated from the Presence of God



Complementarian View
● The hierarchy established in creation is God as superior 

(creator), and mankind subordinate.
● Male and female were created with equal essence, nature, 

value, and dignity.
● Ordinality of creation does not imply superiority.  

– Earth, birds, and land animals were all created before man
● Eve’s creation was to address a special purpose unfullfilled by 

the animals (Gen 2:19-20)



Helper ≠ Subordinate
● Eve’s role as “helper” does not suggest subordination or inferiority.  

God Himself is characterized as the “helper” of his people:
– Exodus 18:4  “My father’s God was my helper...”
– Deut 33:26  “There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, who rides 

across the heavens to help you...”
– Psalms 33:20  “We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our 

shield.”
●  God’s role as “helper” does not suggest He is subordinate to 

mankind.



Relationship is of joyful intimacy
● The relationship of Adam and Eve as husband and wife was 

one of unified intimacy.  The two “became one flesh” (Gen 
2:24)

● Adam’s naming of Eve was an expression of joyous 
thanksgiving: 
– Genesis 2:23 “She is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman’, for she was taken out of man” 
– This was NOT an exercise of dominion.



Subordination can lead to abuse...
● Josephus:  “Woman is inferior to man in every way...”
● Mishna:   “He who talks much with womankind brings evil 

upon himself, and neglects the study of the law, and at last 
will inherit Gehenna”.

● Talmud morning prayer:  “Lord I give thanks that you have 
not made me a Gentile, a slave, or a woman”.



God desires community...
● Keeping with the penalty of the fall, God instructed Israel to 

maintain His desire for community:
– Husband was patriarch of his clan – 1 Peter 3:6
– Men, women, and children assembled for the reading of 

the Law and worship. – Deut 31:12, Neh 8:2-3
– Marriage was held in high honor and modeled on God’s 

covenant with Israel.  – Malachi 2:13-16



God desires community...
● Keeping with the penalty of the fall, God instructed Israel to 

maintain His desire for community:
– Sexual love was celebrated – Song of Solomon
– The capabilities of a good wife were praised – Proverbs 31
– Godly, enterprising women were held up as role models

● Hanna, Abigail, Naomi, Ruth, Esther



Egalitarian View
● There is high correlation between the complementarian and 

egalitarian points of view.
● At creation, both male and female were created in the image of God – 

Gen 1:27
● God created male and female with ontological and functional equality.
● Adam’s naming of the animals was a process of discernment.
● The subordination in the creation account was of both the man and 

the woman to God.



God is described as both male and female

● Anthropomorphic, metaphorical references to God are both 
male and female:
– Deut 32:18 – “the rock who Fathered you”… “God who gave 

you birth”
– Isaiah 42:14 – “… like a woman in childbirth, I cry out...”
– Matthew 23:37 – “… I have longed to gather your children 

like a hen gathers her chicks...”
● Hebrew word for “Spirit”, ruach, is a feminine noun.



Regarding Eve’s temptation...
● Does not indicate that she is weak and therefore subordinate

– Her first response was to quote God’s word.
– After sinning, she took responsibility
– Her sin was attempting to exalt herself above her Creator, 

not usurping the man’s authority
● The breach of equality was a result of the fall, not a design 

feature of the creation.



The impact of redemption...
● The fallen position of woman was redeemed with the coming and 

sacrifice of Christ.
– God poured out His Spirit on both men and women – Joel 2:28-29
– Jesus came to earth born of a woman – Galatians 4:4
– During his earthly ministry, Jesus restored the dignity and 

position that women had lost in the fall.
● Women were welcomed as followers –  Luke 8:1-3
● Jesus engaged women in spiritual conversation – John 4



The impact of redemption...
● Both Paul and Peter show that Jesus’ sacrifice has placed 

men and women in equal standing before God:
– Galatians 3:28 - “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ.”
– 1 Peter 3:7 - “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as 

you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the 
weaker partner and as heir with you of the gracious gift of 
life...”



An important question...
● Of the four consequences given by God against man and 

woman for their sin, why is the subjugation of women the only 
one we feel compelled to perpetuate instead of mitigate?
– Increased pain in childbirth?  
– Working the land will be difficult?
– Man must work hard to make a living?
– Woman’s desire will be for her husband and he will rule over 

her!
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