
Summary of Teaching on Elders May 2017  
(you can listen to the full lessons at www.trivalleychurch.org/sermons) 

 
One who serves as an elder (shepherd, overseer)... 
-Is a servant - Mark 10:42-45  
-Follows Jesus closely, “sits at his feet” - Luke 10  
-Is like Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and has evident love for the flock 
(congregation) - John 10:11-15  
 
Names used in the New Testament that reveal what kind of leaders we are 
looking for: 
 
• Elder (Greek: presbuteros) 

�-An older man who is a source of wisdom 
-Not young, inexperienced in life � 
-Not young in faith, but has been following Jesus for a while  

 
• Overseer (Greek: episkopos) � 

-Lending Christ-filled wisdom, perspective, and vision to the life and 
activities of the church (1 Timothy 5:17) 
�-Spend time with the people of the congregation and know what’s 
going on in people’s lives (Acts 20:18) 

 
• Shepherd (Greek: poimen) � 

-Provide tender care and vigilant superintendence of those in the 
church. (1 Peter 5:1-4) � 
-Equipping people for works of service. (Ephesians 4:11)  

 
Read these character sketches that list the kinds of qualities to look for 
when determining who would make a good church overseer (shepherd, 
elder).  
 

Titus 1:6-9  
6 An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose 
children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and 
disobedient. 7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must 
be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, he 
must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can 
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 



 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an 
overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but 
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.4 He must manage his 
own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do 
so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not know 
how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s 
church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must 
also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall 
into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 

 
What does a shepherd (elder, overseer) do? 
-Keep watch (guard), oversee, shepherd (Acts 20:28-29)  
-Take care of God’s church (1Timothy 3:5)  
-Direct affairs, preach, teach (1 Timothy 5:17; Ephesians 4:11)  
-Encourage, refute falsehood (Titus 1)  
-Pray over and anoint the sick (James 5:14)  
-Shepherd the flock, serve God’s flock, be examples to the flock (1 Peter 
5:1-4) 
-Prepare God’s people for works of service (Ephesians 4:11-14) 
 


